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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is issued in response to applicant filed request for continued 
examination (RCE) on 1 0/29/2007. 

2. Claims 1 - 2, 9, 1 7 - 1 8, 30 - 31 , 36, 38, 46, and 54 have been amended. No 
claims were added. No claims were canceled. 

3. Claims 1-61 are pending in this application. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 2, 9, 17 - 18, 30 - 31 , 36, 38, 
46, and 54 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

5. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 

10/1 1/2006 has been entered. 

Specification 

6. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1 .75(d)(1 ) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction 
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of the following is required: The specification does not explicitly state, with reference to 
the terms and phrases of the claim element, what structure, materials, or acts perform 
the function recited by the claim element. The limitations "means associated..." in 
claims 30 and 46, and "means for determining..." and "means for integrating..." in claim 
43 are not supported by the specification of the disclosure. 


Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 112 

7. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

8. Claims 30 - 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) provides, in part, that "the terms and phrases used in the 
claims must find clear support or antecedent basis in the description so that the 
meaning of the terms in the claims may be ascertainable by reference to the 
description." 

The limitations "means associated..." in claims 30 and 46, and "means for 
determining..." and "means for integrating..." in claim 43 do not find clear support or 
antecedent basis in the description. 
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9. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

10. Claims 30 - 61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

One skilled in the art would not be able to identify the structure, material or acts 
from description in the specification for performing the recited functions of: "means 
associated..." in claims 30 and 46, and "means for determining..." and "means for 
integrating..." in claim 43. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter soughtto be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 


12. Claims 1 -8, 12-37, 40-53, and 55-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Ford et al. (Ford hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,963,867 B2, 
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filed: March 31, 2003) in view of Hickey et al. (Hickey hereinafter) (US 2002/0107849 
A1). 

Regarding Claim 1 , and 30, Ford discloses a search enhancement system 
implemented across a network, comprising: 

a search engine (Fig. 1, Col. 3, lines 16-19, Ford); 

an application module (Col. 4, lines 1-10, "...the AMAZON.COM website...", 

Ford); 

at least one source external to the application module and accessible to the 
application module across network (Col. 4, lines 1-10, "...As well known in the art of 
Internet commerce, the AMAZON.COM web site includes functionality for allowing users 
to search, browse, and make purchases from on-line catalog of book titles, and other 
types of items via the Internet...", Ford), the external source comprising any secondary 
source and supplementary source comprising information (Fig. 2, items 220, 250, and 
230, Col. 6, lines 53 - 62, Ford; also See for example: Fig. 2, item 260, Col. 7, lines 41 
- 45; "If the user has selected the 'All Products' field 260...", Col. 9, lines 5-11, "...This 
section displays the search results generated from application of the query to the 
unaffiliated merchant...", Col. 10, lines 9-11, "...For example, selecting the top search 
result item takes the user to the unaffiliated merchant web site located at the URL: 
'http://207.98.171 .1 48:80/books/twain.html'; Ford); 

means associated with the application module for receiving from a user at a user 
terminal means for refining at least one search initiated by the user, the refining means 
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comprising a specification by the user of at least one of the external sources (Fig. 2, 
items 220, 250, and 230, Col. 6 and 10, lines 53 - 62 and 9 - 1 1 ; respectively , Ford); 

means associated with the application module for receiving for receiving a search 
query entered by the user at the user terminal, the search query comprising at least one 
search parameter specified by the user (Col. 6, lines 53 - 56, Ford); 

means associated with the application module, upon receipt of the specification 
by the user of the external sources, for sending a data query to the user-specified 
external sources (Col. 7, lines 17-20 and 34 - 40, "If the spell checker 152 determines 
that a term of the search query may be misspelled, a new term is substituted into the 
query and the query server 140 completes a new search with the modified query..." 
and "When the user submits a query from the search engine interface 220 of FIG. 2 to 
the web site 130, the query server 140 applies the query to the database, or databases, 
corresponding to the search scope selected by the user. For example, if the user has 
selected the "Books" field from the pulldown menu 250, the query is only submitted to 
the Books database 141 Ford, and also see Col. 25, lines 41 - 47, Ford); 

means associated with the application module for receiving information from at 
least one of the user-specified external sources over the network in response to the 
sent data query, wherein the information is independently maintained by the at least one 
external source (Fig. 2, items 220, 250, and 230, Col. 6, lines 53 - 62, Ford; also See 
for example: Fig. 2, item 260, Col. 7, lines 41 - 45; "If the user has selected the 'All 
Products' field 260...", Col. 9, lines 5-11, "...This section displays the search results 
generated from application of the query to the unaffiliated merchant...", Col. 10, lines 9 
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-11,".. .For example, selecting the top search result item takes the user to the 
unaffiliated merchant web site located at the URL: 

'http://207.98.171.148:80/books/twain.html'.."; wherein the unaffiliated merchant web 

site corresponds to at lest one source external as claimed; Ford); 

means associated with the application module for providing a refined search 

(Col. 14, lines 54 - 58, Ford), wherein the refinement comprises any of 

using the received information from at least one of the user-specified 
external sources in conjunction with the search parameters received from the 
user to perform the search at the search engine (Col. 9 and 16, lines 5-10 and 
12-17; respectively, Ford), 

performing the search at the search engine with the search parameters 
received from the user and subsequently refining search results with the received 
information from at least one of the user-specified external sources (Col. 9 and 
16, lines 5-10 and 12-17; respectively, Ford), and 

performing the search at the search engine with the search parameters 
received from the user and subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting 
of the search results with the received information form at least one of the user- 
specified external sources (Col. 17, lines 10-12 and 40-41, Ford); and 
returning the results of the refined search from the application module to any of 

the user at the user terminal (Col. 16, lines 10-12, Ford). 

However, Ford does not expressly disclose that: a recipient at the recipient 

terminal, the recipient other than the user. On the other hand, Hickey discloses: a 
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recipient at the recipient terminal, the recipient other than the user (Page 3, [0038], 
Hickey). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to incorporate the Hickey's teachings to the system of Ford. Skilled 
artisan would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Hickey (Page 3, [0038], 
Hickey), to allow the user to send the results to a friend. 

Regarding Claim 2, and 31 , the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the terminal comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop computer, 
a personal digital assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a wired 
device and a wireless device (Fig. 1, item 110, Col. 4, lines 12-16, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 3, and 32, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein at least one of the user-specified external sources comprises any of a 
person and an entity associated with the user (Col. 6, lines 28 - 31 , Ford). 

Regarding Claim 4, 20, 33, and 49, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey 
discloses a process, wherein the results of the refined search are returned to the 
recipient other than the user, and wherein the recipient is selected by the user (Col. 16, 
lines 10-12, Ford; and Page 3, [0038], Hickey). 

Regarding Claim 5, 21 , 34, and 50, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey 
discloses a process, wherein the results of the refined search are returned to the 
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recipient other than the user, and wherein the recipient is determined based on the 
enhanced results of the refined search (Page 3, [0038], Hickey). 

Regarding Claim 6, 22, 35, and 51 , the combination of Ford in view of Hickey 
discloses a process, wherein the results of the refined search are returned to the 
recipient other than the user, and wherein the recipient is determined based on 
information input by the user (Page 3, [0038], Hickey). 

Regarding Claim 7, 23, 36, and 52, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey 

discloses a process, wherein the results of the refined search are returned to the 

recipient other than the user, and further comprises the steps of: 

receiving information from the recipient (Page 3, [0038], Hickey); and 
selectively sending the results of the refined search to the recipient based upon 

any of the information received from the recipient and a selection of the recipient by the 

user (Page 3, [0038], Hickey). 

Regarding Claim 8, 24, 37, and 53, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey 
discloses a process, wherein the information received from the recipient comprises an 
interest in the enhanced results (Col. 2, lines 37 - 40, Ford; and Page 3, [0038], 
Hickey). 
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Regarding Claim 12, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the user-specified external source comprises a rating service (Col. 9, 
20, and 21 , lines 5 - 1 1 , and 65 - 67 and 1 - 3; respectively, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 13, and 42, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses 
a system, further comprising the step of: 

wherein the identified external source specified by the user comprises one of the 
received search parameters (Col. 7, lines 35 - 40, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 14, and 43, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses 
a system, wherein the received search parameters have an applicability to one or more 
subjects, the system further comprising: 

means for determining a subject matter of a received search query (Col. 7, lines 

35 - 40, Ford); and 

mean for integrating any of the specified search parameters with the received 
search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are applicable to the 
determined subject matter (Col. 7, lines 37 - 40, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 15, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the subject matter is explicitly determined from user input (Col. 7, lines 

36 - 37, Ford). 
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Regarding Claim 16, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the subject matter is implicitly determined from the received search 
parameters (Col. 9, lines 44 - 51 , Ford). 

Regarding Claim 1 7, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process implemented across a network, comprising the steps of: 

receiving at an application module a search query from a user at a user terminal, 
the search query comprising at least one search parameter specified by the user (Col. 
4, lines 5- 16, Ford); 

soliciting from the user at the user terminal means for refining at least one search 
initiated by the user, the refining means comprising any of an identification and a 
selection by the user of at least one information source (Fig. 2, items 220, 250, and 230, 
Col. 6, lines 53 - 62, Ford) external to the application module and accessible to the 
application module across network (Col. 4, lines 1-10, "...As well known in the art of 
Internet commerce, the AMAZON.COM web site includes functionality for allowing users 
to search, browse, and make purchases from on-line catalog of book titles, and other 
types of items via the Internet...", Ford); 

responsive to the solicited identification or selection by the user, sending a data 
query from the application module to at least one of the solicited external information 
sources (Col. 7, lines 17-20 and 34 - 40, "If the spell checker 152 determines that a 
term of the search query may be misspelled, a new term is substituted into the query 
and the query server 140 completes a new search with the modified query..." and 
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"When the user submits a query from the search engine interface 220 of FIG. 2 to the 
web site 130, the query server 140 applies the query to the database, or databases, 
corresponding to the search scope selected by the user. For example, if the user has 
selected the "Books" field from the pulldown menu 250, the query is only submitted to 
the Books database 141 Ford, and also see Col. 25, lines 41 - 47, Ford); 

receiving information at the application module across the network from at least 
one of the solicited external information sources in response to the data query, wherein 
the information is independently maintained by the at least one external source(Fig. 2, 
items 220, 250, and 230, Col. 6, lines 53 - 62, Ford; also See for example: Fig. 2, item 
260, Col. 7, lines 41 - 45; "If the user has selected the 'All Products' field 260...", Col. 9, 
lines 5-11, "...This section displays the search results generated from application of 
the query to the unaffiliated merchant. . .", Col. 1 0, lines 9 - 1 1 , ". . .For example, 
selecting the top search result item takes the user to the unaffiliated merchant web site 
located at the URL: 'http://207.98.171.148:80/books/twain.html'.."; Ford); 

means for providing a refined search through the application module (Col. 4 and 
14, lines 5-16 and 54 - 58; respectively, Ford), wherein the refinement comprises any 
of 

using the received information from at least one of the solicited external 
information sources in conjunction with the search parameters received from the 
user to perform the search (Col. 1 6, lines 12-17, Ford), 
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performing the search with the search parameters received from the user 
and subsequently refining search results with information from at least one of the 
solicited information sources (Col. 16, lines 12-17, Ford), and 

performing the search with the search parameters received from the user 
and subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting of the search results 
with the received information from at least one of the solicited external 
information sources (Col. 17, lines 10 - 12 and 40 - 41 , Ford); and 
returning the results of the refined search from the application module to any of 
the user at the user terminal (Col. 16, lines 10 -12, Ford) and a recipient at the 
recipient terminal, the recipient other than the user (Page 3, [0038], Hickey). 

Regarding Claim 18, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the terminal comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop 
computer, a personal digital assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile 
device, a wired device and a wireless device (Fig, 1 , item 110, Col. 4, lines 12-16, 
Ford). 

Regarding Claim 19, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein at least one of the solicited external sources comprises any of a 
person and an entity associated with the user (Col. 6 and 9, lines 28 - 31 and 5-10; 
respectively, Ford). 
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Regarding Claim 25, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the solicited external information source comprises a ratings service 
(Col. 20, and 21 , lines 65 - 67 and 1 - 3; respectively, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 26, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, 

wherein the solicited external information source comprises one of the received 
search parameters (Col. 7 and 9, lines 35 - 40 and 5-10; respectively, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 27, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the received parameters have an applicability to one or more subjects, 
the process further comprising the steps of: 

determining a subject matter of the received search query (Col. 7, lines 35 - 40, 

Ford); 

integrating any of the received specified search parameters with the search 
query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are applicable to the 
determined subject matter (Col. 7, lines 37 - 40, Ford). s 

Regarding Claim 28, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the subject matter is explicitly determined from user input (Col. 7, lines 
36 - 37, Ford). 
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Regarding Claim 29, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
process, wherein the subject matter is implicitly determined from the received search 
parameters (Col. 9, lines 44 - 51 , Ford). 

Regarding Claim 41 , the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the user-specified external source comprises a ratings service (Col. 20, 
and 21 , lines 65 - 67 and 1 - 3; respectively, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 44, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon user input (Col. 7, lines 
36 - 37, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 45, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon the received search 
query (Col. 9, lines 44 - 51 , Ford). 

Regarding Claim 46, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system implemented across a network, comprising: 

an application module (Col. 4, lines 1-10, "...the AMAZON.COM website...", 

Ford); 
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a search query initiated by a user through a user terminal connected to the 
network, the search query comprising at least one search parameter specified by the 
user and received by a search parameter specified by the user and received by a 
search system (Col. 4, lines 5-16, Ford); 

means associated with the application module for receiving from the user through 
the user terminal means for refining at least one search initiated by the user (Fig. 2, 
items 220, 250, and 230, Col. 6, lines 53 - 62, Ford), the refining means comprising a 
specification of at least one source external to the application module and accessible to 
the application module across network (Col. 4, lines 1-10, "...As well known in the art 
of Internet commerce, the AMAZON.COM web site includes functionality for allowing 
users to search, browse, and make purchases from on-line catalog of book titles, and 
other types of items via the Internet...", Ford), the external source comprising any of a 
secondary source and a supplementary sources; 

means associated with the application module, and responsive to the receipt of 
the user-specified external sources, for sending a data query to the user-specified 
external sources (Col. 7, lines 17-20 and 34 - 40, "If the spell checker 152 determines 
that a term of the search query may be misspelled, a new term is substituted into the 
query and the query server 140 completes a new search with the modified query..." 
and "When the user submits a query from the search engine interface 220 of FIG. 2 to 
the web site 130, the query server 140 applies the query to the database, or databases, 
corresponding to the search scope selected by the user. For example, if the user has 
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selected the "Books" field from the pulldown menu 250, the query is only submitted to 
the Books database 141 Ford, and also see Col. 25, lines 41 - 47, Ford); 

means associated with the application module for receiving information from at 
least one of the user-specified external sources over the network in response to the 
sent data query, wherein the information is independently maintained by the at least one 
external source(Fig. 2, items 220, 250, and 230, Col. 6, lines 53 - 62, Ford; also See for 
example: Fig. 2, item 260, Col. 7, lines 41 - 45; "If the user has selected the 'All 
Products' field 260...", Col. 9, lines 5-11, "...This section displays the search results 
generated from application of the query to' the unaffiliated merchant...", Col. 10, lines 9 
-11, "...For example, selecting the top search result item takes the user to the 
unaffiliated merchant web site located at the URL: 

'http://207.98.171. 148:80/books/twain. html'.."; wherein the unaffiliated merchant web 
site corresponds to at lest one source external as claimed; Ford); 

means for associated with the application module providing a refined search 
(Col. 4 and 14, lines 4 - 1 1 and 54 - 58; respectively, Ford), wherein the refinement 
comprises any of 

using the received information from at least one of the user-specified 
external sources in conjunction with the search parameters received from the 
user to perform the search (Col. 9 and 16, lines 5 - 10 and 12 - 17; respectively, 
Ford); 

performing the search with the search parameters received from the user 
and subsequently refining search results with the received information from at 
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least one of the user-specified external sources (Col. 9 and 16, lines 5-10 and 
12-17; respectively, Ford), and 

performing the search with the search parameters received from the user 
and subsequently providing any of organizing and sorting of the search results 
with the received information form at least one of the user-specified external 
sources (Col. 9 and 17, lines 5-10 and, 10 - 12 and 40 - 41; respectively, 
Ford); and 

means for returning the results of the refined search from the application module 
to any of the user at the user terminal (Col. 16, lines 10-12, Ford) and a recipient at 
the recipient terminal, the recipient other than the user (Page 3, [0038], Hickey). 

Regarding Claim 47, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a system, 
wherein the user terminal comprises any of a personal computer, a laptop computer, 
a personal digital assistant, a network enabled portable phone, a mobile device, a 
wired device and a wireless device (Fig. 1, item 110, Col. 4, lines 12-16, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 48, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses at least 
one of the user-specified external sources comprises any of a person and an entity 
associated with the user (Col. 6 and 9, lines 28 - 31 and 5-10; respectively, Ford). 
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Regarding Claim 57, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the user-specified external source comprises a ratings service (Col. 6 
and 9, lines 28 - 31 and 5-10; respectively, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 58, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a system, 

wherein the identified external source specified by the user comprises one of the 
received search parameters (Col. 7 and 9, lines 35 - 40 and 5-10; respectively, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 59, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the received search parameters have an applicability to one or more 
subjects, the system further comprising: 

means for integrating any of the specified received search parameters with a 
search query, wherein the integrated received search parameters are applicable to a 
determined subject of the received search query (Col. 7, lines 37 - 40, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 60, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon user input (Col. 7, lines 
36 - 37, Ford). 

Regarding Claim 61, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses a 
system, wherein the determined subject matter is based upon the received search 
query (Col. 9, lines 44 - 51 , Ford). 
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13. Claims 9, 38, and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ford et al. (Ford hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,963,867 B2, filed: March 31, 
2003), in view of Hickey et al. (Hickey hereinafter) (US 2002/0107849 A1), and further 
in view of Rose et al. (Rose hereinafter) (US 7,069,228 B1 ). 

Regarding Claims 9, 38, and 54, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey 
discloses all the limitations as discussed above including wherein the user-specified, 
external source comprises an external ratings service, and wherein the data query sent 
from the application module to the external ratings service comprises a request for 
rating information which may supplement the search query (Col. 6, lines 27-31, Ford). 
However, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey does not expressly disclose that the 
external ratings service comprises any of Zagats and AAA. Rose discloses external 
ratings service comprising any of Zagats and AAA (Fig. 7, Col. 8, lines 40 - 53, Rose). It 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate the Rose's teachings to the system of the combination of Ford in 
view of Hickey. Skilled artisan would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by 
Rose (Col. 8, lines 54 - 66, Rose), to provide a wealth of pertinent information that the 
Internet user can access at a glance or by selecting any hot link. 
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14. Claims 10 - 1 1 , 39 - 40, and 55 - 56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Ford et al. (Ford hereinafter) (US Patent No. 6,963,867 B2, 
filed: March 31, 2003), in view of Hickey et al. (Hickey hereinafter) (US 2002/0107849 
A1), and further in view of Abrams (US Patent No. 7,069,308 B2, filed: June 16, 2003). 

Regarding Claim 10, and 39, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey discloses 
all the limitations as discussed above including: wherein the recipient is any of a 
selected peer, a friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor (Page 3, [0038], Hickey). 
However, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey does not expressly disclose: any of 
a person or entity within a zip code region, and a member of a network of people 
associated with the user. On the other hand, Abram discloses any of a person or entity 
within a zip code region, and a member of a network of people associated with the user 
(Fig. 2, item 200, Col. 10, lines 29 - 36, Abrams). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to incorporate the Abrams's 
teachings to the system of the combination of Ford in view of Hickey. Skilled artisan 
would have been motivated to do so, as suggested by Abrams (Col. 4, lines 44 - 46 and 
50 - 52, Abrams), to increase the ease of determining mutual interest among parties, 
and to provide the ability to explore the potential for mutual interest, without extensive 
involvement form the third party. 


Regarding Claim 1 1 , and 40, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey and 
further in view of Abrams discloses a process, wherein the network of people comprises 
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any of people with similar interests and a chain of friends (Col. 1 2, lines 11-16, 
Abrams). 

Regarding Claim 55, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey and further in 
view of Abrams discloses a system, wherein the recipient is any of a selected peer, a 
friend, a family relative, a student, a neighbor, any of a person or entity within a zip code 
region, and a member of a network of people associated with the user (Fig. 2, item 200, 
Col. 10, lines 29 - 36, Abrams). 

Regarding Claim 56, the combination of Ford in view of Hickey and further in 
view of Abrams discloses a system, wherein the network of people comprises any of 
people with similar interests and a chain of friends (Col. 12, lines 11-16, Abrams). 
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Prior Art Made Of Record 

1 . Haitsuka et al. (US Patent No. 6,847,992 B1 , filed: October 1 9, 1 999) discloses 
data pass-through to sponsors. 

2. Ford et al. (US Patent No. 6,963,867 B2, filed: March 31 , 2003) discloses search 
query processing to provide category-ranked presentation of search results. 

3. Herz (US Patent No. 6,029,195) discloses a system for customized electronic 
identification of desirable objects. 

4. Gerace (US Patent No. 5,848,396) discloses a method and apparatus for 
determining behavioral profile of a computer user. 

5. Abrams (US Patent No. 7,069,308 B2, filed: June 1 6, 2003). 

6. Ford et al. (US Patent No. 6,963,867 B2, filed: March 31 , 2003). 

7. Hickey et al. (US 2002/01 07849 A1 ). 

8. Rose et al. (Rose hereinafter) (US 7,069,228 B1 ). 


Application/Control Number: 

10/685,747 

Art Unit: 2162 


Page 24 


Points Of Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Giovanna Colan whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2752. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am - 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Giovanna Colan 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 
January 24, 2008 



